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SUBJECT: DEMONSTRATION PROTESTS SHOOTING OF PANAMANIAN YOUTH 
BY CANAL ZONE POLICEMAN 

REES: A. PANAMA 3552, B. PANAMA 3554 

SUMMARY: MAY 18 PANAMANIAN PRESS FRONTPAGED REPORT THAT A 
PANAMANIAN YOUTH HAD BEEN SHOT AND WOUNDED BY A CANAL ZONE 
POLICEMAN PREVIOUS AFTERNOON. CANAL ZONE GOVERNMENT REPORTS THAT 
HE WAS SHOT WHILE ATTEMPTING TO DISARM POLICEMAN. BN G-2 LT. COL. 
NORIEGA FURIOUS ABOUT THIS AND ANOTHER RECENT SHOOTING INCIDENT, 
ARRIVED AT SCENE AND HARANGUED CANAL ZONE POLICE FOR SHOOTING 
PANAMANIANS. A GROUP OF 125-150 YOUTHS HELD DEMONSTRATION AT 
SCENE OF SHOOTING AFTERNOON OE MAY 18. GROUP CROSSED TO CANAL 
ZONE SIDE OE EOURTH OF JULY AVENUE, HEARD A BRIEF SPEECH AND 
THEN DISPERSED. MAY 19 PRESS COVERAGE OF INCIDENT IS RESTRAINED. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. CANAL ZONE GOVERNMENT INFORMATION ON INCIDENT (REF A) 

INDICATES THAT CANAL ZONE PATROLMAN JOSE JAEN (A PANAMANIAN 
CITIZEN) WAS APPROACHING A GROUP OP YOUTHS WHO WERE ATTEMPTING 
TO STOP CARS COMING OPF THE THATCHER FERRY BRIDGE WHEN HE WAS 
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JUMPED FROM BEHIND BY ANOTHER YOUTH WHO TRIED TO TAKE HIS 
PISTOL. IN THE ENSUING SCUPFLE THE ATTACKER, (CARLOS JIMENEZ, 

A 16- YEAR OLD PANAMANIAN), PULLED A PENKNIFE AND STABBED THE 
OFPICER IN THE HAND. THE OTHER YOUTHS, MEANWHILE WERE PELTING THE 
OFPICER WITH ROCKS. OPFICER JAEN THEN SHOT HIMENEZ IN THE LEG. 

JIMENEZ WAS HELPED INTO THE CHORRILLO SLUM AREA BY HIS 
ACCOMPLICES, AND POLECEMAN WAS TAKEN TO GORGAS HOSPITAL FOR 
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TREATMENT. (COMPLETE CANAL ZONE GOVERNMENT REPORT BEING 
POUCHED TO ARA/PAN.) 

2. SHORTLY AFTER THE INCIDENT, GN G-2 LT. COL. NORIEGA, 

ACCOMPANIED BY ARMED PLAINCLOTHESMEN, ARRIVED AT THE SCENE OF THE 
INCIDENT AND HARANGUED JAEN'S REPLACEMENT ABOUT THE SHOOTING. 
PATROLMAN RADIOED HIS SUPERIOR TO COME TALK WITH NORIEGA, BUT 
LATTER DEPARTED AS THE POLICE SUPERVISOR ARRIVED ON THE SCENE. 

CANAL ZONE POLICE ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE A MEETING WITH NORIEGA WAS 
UNSUCCESSEUL. USSOUTHCOM PROVOST MARSHAL DID MEET WITH NORIEGA 
ON MAY 18 TO DISCUSS INCREASING TENSION. HE REPORTED THAT NORIEGA 
WAS FURIOUS OVER RECENT SHOOTINGS OE PANAMANIANS BY "TRIGGER- 
HAPPY" CANAL ZONE POLICE, AND SAID THAT THERE WOULD BE A DEMON- 
STRATION OR INCURSION INTO THE CANAL ZONE ON FRIDAY MAY 20. 

3. AROUND 1700 ON MAY 18, A GROUP OF ABOUT 125 YOUTHS GATHERED 
AT THE INTERSECTION OF FOURTH OF JULY AVENUE AND BALBOA ROAD, 
CARRYING ANTI-U.S. PLACARDS AND CHANTING SLOGANS ABOUT POLICE 
BRUTALITY. DEMONSTRATORS MOVED INTO THE STREET, DISRUPTED TRAFFIC 
AND THREW A FEW ROCKS AT CANAL ZONE VEHICLES. ABOUT 80 OF THE 
PROTESTERS CROSSED FOURTH OF JULY TO A TRAFFIC ISLAND ON THE 
CANAL ZONE SIDE. AFTER A SHORT SPEECH, THE DEMONSTRATORS MOVED 
DOWN FOURTH OF JULY AND DISPERSED AT ABOUT 1900. (THIS CORRECTS 
SOME DETAILS IN REFTELS.) 

4. MEDIA REACTION TO DEMONSTRATION HAS BEEN RESTRAINED. 

"CRITICA" MAY 19 EDITION PREDICTABLY HAILS THE "MASSIVE 
DEMONSTRATION REPUDIATING THE MILITARY AND POLICE FORCES QUARTERED 
IN THE CANAL ZONE." "MATUTINO" LABELS THE INCIDENT AS A PROTEST 
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OVER THE SHOOTING OF CARLOS JIMENEZ BY A PANAMANIAN MEMBER OF 
THE CANAL ZONE POLICE. "LA ESTRELLA" DESCRIBES THE DEMONSTRATION 
AS PROTESTING "RECENT PROVOCATIONS BY CANAL ZONE AUTHORITIES", 
SPECIFICALLY MENTIONING THE JIMENEZ SHOOTING, AN INCIDENT IN 
CRISTOBAL WHERE A PANAMANIAN YOUTH WAS SHOT WHILE ATTEMPTING TO 
ROB AN OFF-DUTY CANAL ZONE POLICEMAN, AND THE ESCAPE OF A 
PANAMANIAN SENTENCED TO 5 YEARS IN THE CANAL ZONE PENITENTIARY 
BY JUMPING OUT OF A WINDOW OF THE DISTRICT COURT BUILDING. 

5. COMMENT: THESE INCIDENTS MAY ALLOW NORIEGA TO DIVERT STUDENT 
UNHAPPINESS WITH THE GOP TOWARD THE CANAL ZONE, THOUGH HE 
CANNOT BE CERTAIN THE DODGE WILL WORK. THE SITUATION REMAINS 
TENSE AND FURTHER DEMONSTRATIONS ARE LIKELY OVER THE NEXT 
FEW DAYS. 

GONZALEZ 
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